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Please post your comments to : The Parish Clerk '
- [iktey Parish Council, Town Hall, ilkiey LS29
MNo later than Feb.28th 2014
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To the Parish Clerk
[lkley Tewn Hall

Dear Sir or Madam:

[ am appalled at the Bradford local plan for urban development m Wharfedale and in
particular, the plan tc build 800 houses in Tikiey.

Iklev's charm is its size. Making a small town in a ruzal sefting bigger cortainly does
ot make it betier, I do not think we have the infisstructure to deal with such an
mcrease in the population. Schools are already stretched 1o full capacity and our
health care would be compromised. Further residential development would mean the
existing seasonal problems of traffic jams and parking would become permanent, thus
spoiling the attraction of the town for both residents and ourists, and making the
increased volume of traffic fiom summer visitors intolerable. As for lkley residents,
{rain commuters to Leeds and Bradford would suffer at peak times even more than
they already do because Wharfedale caanot offer jobs for such an increased
pepulatior, '

Do we reaily want 1o have to more houscs blotiing the landscape? Or have lo replace
our distinctive buildings, €.g. enterfaimment venues / recteational facibties to
accormmeodate more peopie? Our services arc already stretched but not to the extent
that they discourage tourists, who contribaie so much to the town, 800 more
dwellings would surely have a negative mfluence on tourism, which is & valuable
source of revenue for the town

i think it would ruin the ambience of (he town and pul an unscceptable strain on s
infrasiructare. Ikley offers wonderful recreation possibilities in a rural setting and
attracts many visitors all year round, especially in summer. They come for the
spectacular views, fresh afr and open spaces on the moors and near the river, so it
docs not make sense o fill these spaccs with morg dwellings and all thal they would
cntails more roads, more parking spaces (all of which mean more tarmac) more
schools, and mavbe, heaven forbid, another supersiore.

Flooding is a very real threat in Jlkley and further urbanisation would increase this
(hreat, After seeimg the devastation caused by flooding this year, I think we need all
the green spaces we have and cannot afford to put dowii more (RIMMAS 0T concrete.
There are plenty of hrown sites in cities nearbry which would benefii from
repopulation, where new housing wonld rejuvenate derelict areas withoul encroaching
on groen sites, which, once lost, ae lost ferever. Their proximity to cities and
workplaces eliminates the need for mere roads and puts less strain on the
infrastructure.

1 appesl to you nol to spoil this fown, which i3 a haven for both residents and tourists
alike, and to rethink your plan.

Yours sincerely

I 11k
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